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Surat, formerly Suryapur, straddles the Tapti River. It is Gujarat's second-largest city with a 
population of roughly 5 million and is one of India's fastest developing cities. Surat was awarded 'The 
Best City' by the Annual Survey of India's City-Systems in 2013.  In the Mahābhārata, Lord Krishna is 
said to have stopped here on his way from Mathura to Dwarka.  In  the 1500's Surat was ravaged by 
the Portuguese Empire, being an important seaport. The East India Company in 1615 overcame the 
Portuguese and Surat was made the seat of the East India Company. Surat was given in a dowry at 
Charles II's wedding and in 1668 the East India Company established itself in Bombay and Surat began 
its decline.

Gujarati diamond cutters, emigrating from East Africa, established the industry in 1901. It is 
known as the Diamond Hub of the World with over 90% of the world's diamonds cut here.  The Indian 
Diamond Institute was established in 1978 and is certified for Design Development and provision of 
Training, Consultancy and Certification services related to diamonds, coloured stones and jewellery. 
Surat is also known as the Silk City and the largest manufacturer of clothes in India. Gold embroidery, 
Jari, is another speciality of Surat.

Nearby Hazira is a hub of  giant industries including ONGC, GAIL, ABG Shipyard, Narmada 
Cement, Ambuja Cement,Ultratech Cement, NTPC-KGPP Power Plant, ESSAR Group, L&T, Reliance, 
Kribhco-Fertilizer, GSPC, Gujarat Gas, Shell, LNG, Naiko Gas, Rama Paper Mill and many more. Al 
Jamea tus Saifiyah is an Islamic Arabic Academy situated in the heart of Surat City, with a sister 
campus in the northern foothills of Karachi, Pakistan, Nairobi, Kenya and Marol, Mumbai. It is a 
leading theological University for Dawoodi Bohras founded in 1814. The Parsis began to settle here in 
the 8th century. A Parsi Theatre Academy has been opened by Yezdi Karanjia.

Surat's sites include the Chintamani Jain Temple, with exquisite wooden carvings and 
paintings, dating back to the 15th century. In addition there are the ancient Dutch gardens, the Dutch 
cemetery and Makaipul, the original port from where ships sailed abroad. The Sardar Patel Museum 
has a collection of over 10,000 specimens of arts and crafts, now in the new Science Center campus. 

Surat City



Dr Ami Yagnik 

Aruna Himanshu Thakkar 

“Power is the personal recognition of 
energy and the realization of our life’s 
goal towards achieving an optimistic 
mind. It is to help others."

“This program gifts leaders a rare moment 
to reflect together on matters of spirit, 
helping them to understand that real 
positive change is possible through drawing 
on our inner power.” 

“Every human being has some power. 
This power is to be utilized for a good 

purpose."

"Power to me is basis of energy which 
guides, corrects critiques my actions 
and thought process." 

“Power is to develop true connection 
with the supreme soul to have 

happiness, peace and love."

Anthony Phelips

Amal Gupta

Anoop Suri
GM
TGB Hotel

Anubhai Tejani

"We are all part of god. All powers 
come from supreme god. Without 

his power we are nothing.

Dr Ashish Shastri

“Being clear and firm in decisions is 
the main power in life."

Amrapali Desai

“Inner strength is a power."

Programme Executive
AIR GM,Technical

Kribhco Industries

Strategic Corporate Advisor
Oxford, UK

Surgeon 
Sarjan Abhinav Hospital

Chairman
Surat Builders Association

Project Director
Mithiben Pitit Rehabilation Trust

Sitarist, TV & Radio Artist
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David Kilowsky

Dr Dhiren Patel, MD

“Power is within us. Whatever our soul 
speaks is our power, and anything that 
comes from your soul is power."

“Power is mental peace, happiness and 
a service to society which bring great 
satisfaction."

“Power is a complex phenomenon with 
many layers, a creative energy, a 

sustaining force. It is destructive and 
creative and lies in contradiction."

“Power gives you inner peace, love, 
satisfaction and happiness in life."

“Soul is like breath playing the flute 
drawing the melody from the 

supreme Spirit."

Dr Chandresh S Jardosh

Dr Ashvinkumar Kikubhai Desai

Devanand G Somani
ED
TGB Banquets & Hotels 

Dhansukhbhai K Patel

“My power is to do my best in social 
work to help the poor."

Dinkerrai Naik

“Power is within everyone. The real 
meaning of power is to share 

knowledge, experience and 
feelings."

Ashok Kanungo,

“Spirituality is a material (Satvik) force or 
power, giving us truth, peace and happiness 
through self realization. This helps us to 
conquer all negativite influences."

Director
Universal Threads

Co-ordinator
Shree Ramkrishna Exports a Diamond Factory

Owner
Jay Clinic & Laboratory

Musician & Artist
Adelaide, Australia

President
Hazira Kantha Vistar Vikas Sahakari Mandi

President
Indian Medical Association, Surat Chairman

Mahavir Synthesis 



Jitubhai Mody

Ketki Reshamwala

“Power is within manifesting it outside is 
about connecting with ones of power is 
spiritually in practice.” 

“Power is the energy of spirit with in 
us that is come from the supreme soul 
and can be realized by meditation."

“Power means extending a helping 
hand, guiding someone to perform 
their task to achieve set objectives 

through noble deeds."

“Power according to me is truth. It is the 
courage to follow that  with honesty and 
modesty and with faith in your ability."

“Power is the internal ability to control myself, 
and there by be totally humanitarian in 

relationships; to empower others to live their 
power through being a role model of spirituality."

Harish Vermani

H O Bhasin

Kamlesh Yagnik
Owner
MIPL & Energy Research Group 

Kashyap  Mehta

“Power is perseverance, propagating 
moral values through our own 

actions."

M K Gupta

“First look at yourself from inside to out. 
Minimize negativity to bring happiness, peace 
and love by making connecting your soul with 

the supreme soul through meditation."

Dipak K Chokshi

“Power is a blessing bestowed upon 
by the Almighty which we need to 
use to make people around us more 
powerful."

Owner
D  Khushalbhai Jewellers

GM, HM
ONGC, Hazira Plant

CMD
Rivaa Export 

Trustee
Om Charitable Trust

Chairman
Sarvajanik Education Society

Director
Gujarat Mitra Press

Group GM, O&M, CCPP
STEAG Energy Services 



Naynaxi Vaidya

Pallav Khandwalla

“Power is to act strongly on your positive 
thoughts, guided by your heart, for the 
benefit of mankind."

“Power is energy which is supplied and 
transformed by the superpower. We can do 

anything with that energy."

“Power is yourself. It is the energy that 
drives you and guides you in your life."

“Power is trust in god which inspires, 
creates self confidence and a decisive 

spirit. It is the strength to face situation 
and enthusiasm to work hard."

Narain Aggarwal

Najmuddin Meghani

Nirav Shah
Chairman
Standing Committee, SMC

Nizar Juma

"As custodians of power, the leaders of 
India need to hold this power in an 

ethically responsible way in their
respective fields.” 

Pankaj Kapadia

“Meditation needs to be practised on a daily 
basis. Then only the relation between god and 

us shall be strengthened. Like the sun, it 
provides shelter with its holy rays."

Mita Shah

“Power is the ability to influence a 
group of people positively to achieve 
what you want."

Vice Chairperson
Shree Mahavir Hospital Owner

Meghani Law Firm

CMD
Prafful Overseas 

VP, Rashtrya Kala Kendra 

Initiator, the future of power
Industrialist

Nairobi, Kenya

Partner
Shipra Enterprises

Owner
Kapadia Health Club



Shankar Das

BK Sonal Ben

“Power is within us. All we need to do 
is recognise and express it."

“Power is the a soul within us. We need 
to make it more effective by connecting 
with the super soul, paramatma, by 
meditating the right way."

"I need to tend to the garden of my 
willingness to accept that God is my Father 
and I am the child. I will remember three 
words: patience, courage and faith."

“Power is the capability to connect my soul to 
the supreme soul as well as to the souls of my 

brothers and sisters and the souls of other 
smaller living beings."

Sanat  Relia

Sajjanbhai Agrawal

Shyam Gupta
MD
Gupta Group 

Snehal S Pachchigar

“Power is the energy within you that guides 
you to be happy, lovely and humourous. That 

power helps others to gain spirituality in life 
and to realise who they really are."

Stephen Berkeley

“Power is a natural resource and needs to 
be valued and understood otherwise we 

waste it becomes pollution. Managing 
power conserves energy."

Dr Raghavendra Dixit

“After this dialogue I understand power to 
be soul searching, introspective and to 
redefine and redesign our way of life to 
make it more meaningful."

Dean 
Govt Medical College

Owner
Adarsh Lignite Suppliers

VP, Sth Gujerat Hotel & 
Restaurant Assn. 

GM
NTPC

Co Owner
Pachchigar & Sons Jewellers

Director
Majuragate, Brahma Kumaris Center

HOD, Hospital Administration
Global Hospital, Mt Abu

Newcastle, Australia



“Power is the desire and ability to live by your 
own conciousness, to help the needy, influence 

others, and be a role model and example."

Maj Gen ( R )V N Prasad, SM, VSMDr Vinodbhai Patharia

“Power is of the soul."

MD Gold Medalist,
Owner Aakanksha Hospital. 

VP & CAO
L&T , Hazira Central Services





Standing: (From Left) :- Anoop Suri (GM, TGB Hotels), Ashok Kanungo (Director, Universal Threads), 
Vinod Patharia (Owner, Aakanksha Hospital), Stephen Berekely (HOD, Hospital Administration, 
Global Hospital, Mount Abu), Ragvendra Dixit (Dean, Govt Medical College), Amal Gupta (GM, 
Technical Kribhco Industries), Pallav Khandwalla (Partner, Shipra Enterprises), Shankar Das (GM, 
NTPC), Narain Aggarwal (CMD, Prafful Overseas), Sajjan Aggarwal (Owner, Adarsh Lignite Suppliers), 
Jitubhai Mody (Truste, Om Charitable Trust), Dinkerrai Naik (Chairman, Mahavir Synthesis), M K 
Gupta (Group GM), Dhansukbhai Patel (President, HKVVSML), Devanandbhai G Somani (TGB 
Banquests & Hotels), Anthony Phelips (Strategic Marketing Consultant, UK), H O Bhasin (GM, HM 
ONGC, Hazira Plant), Shyam Gupta (MD, Gupta Group), Harish Virmani (CMD, Rivaa Export), Dipak K 
Choksi (Owner, D. Khushalbhai Jewellers), Kamlesh Yagnik (Owner, MIPL & Energy Research Group), 
Dr Ashish Shastri (Sitarist, TV & Radio Artist), V N Prasad (VP & CAO, L &  T, Hazira), Dr Chandresh 
Jardosh (Jay Clinic & Lab), Dr. Dhiren Patel (President, Indian Medical Association, Surat), Snehal 
Pacchigar (Owner, Pachchigar & Sons Jewellers), Dr Ashwinkumar K Desai (Co-ordinator, Shri 
Ramkrishna Exports), Sanat Relia (VP, South Gujarat Hotel And Restaurant Assn.), Anubhai Tejani 
(Chairman, Surat Builders Association), David Kilowsky (Head, BK Art Department, Mount Abu,  
Artist and Musician, Australia), Najmuddin Meghani (Owner, Meghani Law Firm), Pankaj Kapadia 
(Owner, Kapadia Health Club), Kashyap Mehta (Chairman, Sarvajanik Education Society). 

Sitting: (From Left To Right) :-Dr Ami Yagnik, (Surgeon, Abhinav Hospital ), Amrapali Desai 
(Programme Executive AIR), Sonal Ben (Director, Brahma Kumaris Majuragate Center), Ms. Somani, 
Nizar Juma (Initiator, the future of power, Industrialist, Kenya), Mita Shah (Vice Chairperson, Shri 
Mahavir Hospital), Aruna Himanshu Thakkar (Project Director, Mithiben Pitit Rehabilitation Trust), 
Ketki Reshamwala (Director, Gujarat Mitra Press), Naynaxi Vaidya (VP, Rashtrya Kala Kendra). 

Participants not in the picture: Nirav Shah (Chairman, Standing Committee, SMC) 

Surat, 22nd November 2014, Hotel The Grand Bhagwati 


